Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 08127 221533Z 
47 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 USIE-00 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 10-10 /063 W 

085397 

O R 221500Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 987 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 

CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 8127 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, US 

SUBJECT: REVIVED CONTROVERSY OVER 1974 MEMORANDUM OF ARCHBISHOP 
TAKOVOS CONTINUES 


REF: ATHENS 8055 

1. THE EMBASSY RECEIVED AN URGENT REQUEST FROM THE MFA 
(MANOLATOS, AMERICAN DESK) EARLY THIS AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 22, 
FOR INFORMATION FROM OUR FILES REGARDING A DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE STATEMENT IN NOVEMBER 1974 IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
NOVEMBER 1 1, 1974 EVANS/NOVAK COLUMN ON THE IAKOVOS 
MEMORANDUM. SUBSEQUENTLY THE CHARGE RECEIVED A SIMILAR 
REQUEST FROM CU/NF LEADER MAVROS. 

2. ON THE BASIS OF STATE 249639 (NOVEMBER 13, 1974), WE 
ADVISED THE MFA THAT ON NOVEMBER 12, 1974 THE DEPARTMENT'S 
SPOKESMAN HAD CHARACTERIZED THE STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED 
TO THE SECRETARY IN THE EVANS/NAVAK COLUMN AS "INACCURATE." 
WE ALSO REMINDED THE MFA THAT AT THE TIME THE AMBASSADOR 
HAD ALSO PASSED ON TO FONMIN BITSIOS CERTAIN BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION IN THIS CONNECTION (WHICH WAS BASED ON PARA 1 
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MANOLATOS INDICATED THAT THE STATEMENT BY THE DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN WAS SUFFICIENT AND IT WOULD NOT BE NECESSARY TO 
USE THE BACKGROUND COMMENTS. THE CHARGE ONLY PASSED ON TO 
MAVROS THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S 
CHARACTERIZATION OF THE STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO THE SECRETARY 
AS "INACCURATE" BUT DID NOT MENTION TO HIM THE BACKGROUND 
COMMENTS. 

3. THE REVIVED CONTROVERSY OVER THE 1974 IAKOVOS MEMORANDUM 
(REFTEL) CONTINUED WITH PUBLIC EXCHANGES BETWEEN MAVROS 
AND PAPANDREOU INTO THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF OCTOBER 20 
AND THEN PRETTY MUCH DIED OUT IN THE PRESS ON OCTOBER 21 AND 
22 EXCEPT FOR ATHINAIKI (WHICH SUPPORTS PAPANDREOU AND 
PASOK GENERALLY). THIS AFTERNOON'S ATHNIAIKI CARRIES A 

LEAD STORY CLAIMING THAT "AN OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT" WILL BE 
MADE WITHIN THE NEXT 24 HOURS VINDICATING PAPANDREOU'S CLAIM 
THAT THE TEXT OF THE IAKOVOS MEMORANDUM PUBLISHED IN 
KATHIMERINI ON OCTOBER 18 IS AUTHENTIC. 

4. IN VIEW OF THE REQUESTS WE RECEIVED FROM MANOLATOS AND 
MAVROS, WE EXPECT THAT THE CONTROVERSY OVER THE IAKOVOS 
MEMORANDUM IS LIKELY TO COME UP IN PARLIAMENT, POSSIBLE 
THIS EVENING, WHICH MAVROS HAS BEEN ASKING FOR AND WHICH 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS SO FAR BEEN TRYING TO DISCOURAGE. 

HOWEVER, NEITHER MANOLATOS NOR MAVROS CONFIRMED THIS FOR US. 
STEARNS 
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